March 12, 2008
Subject: ******* Emergency Forklift Policy Change *********
Importance: High

To All Contractors, OARs and IORs:
Forklifts are a great resource for all of us in the industrial/construction business.  Unfortunately, misuse of a forklift may cause a serious injury or death.  One such incident occurred recently.  As a result, I am forced to mandate that the forklift forks will in no way be used to lift, move, or support employees or other people who may be present.  OSHA does allow the forks can be used under certain conditions.  However, in the recent incident, one of the conditions was either overlooked or neglected.  I apologize for the inconvenience this causes, but there will be no exceptions to this policy.  Acceptable recommendations to this practice include: rolling scaffolds, portable stands, scissor lifts, or man-lifts. 

We are also verifying Cal OSHA Title 8 operator training requirements.  Each operator will have Classroom training annually for each class forklift (5K, 10K, 20K…) and practical training every three years for each class forklift.  Please make sure that your operators are trained, and that their training documentation is available for review.  

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any questions.

Regards,

Jimmy Otero
Safety Director, Existing Facilities

Office: (213) 241-0441

Cell: (213) 604-2936

http://mo.laschools.org/fis/existing-facilities/safety/
“We Build on Safety!”
